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S'jr_l_-r'v Objectives

IR —

1, Esilillie the costs of growing,
arvestlng and marketing blackberries

z_ __,_ valuate the effect of varying prices and

3 ‘Evaluate the profitability of establishing a
blackberry planting
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B dget WalS based onia 1 A blackberny.
ol«- Igle]

'/, P oductlon practices were based on
| anagement practices recommended by

IR —

Extensmn Specialists and Farmers

L ..-n--':h-._-u-—

“;3 ‘Eguipment costs were based on 2003
' purchase prices

4., Input prices were collected from dealers
who supply NC blackberry growers




=glipment Investment — Riepryean
Biractor, 60 hp 25,300
IFlick, 72 Ton I— OO
‘oom Sprayer 750
hlsel Plow, 7ft 3,000

#.m DISk oft, 2-row 5,000

——

= ) .-‘I-'-
- -l—'l'__.__|_.--"'1_

= Rotary Mower, 7ft 2,600
' Irrigation Well 2,000

Total $63.650
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.pment Investment - sty earmes

r' Gl ,J el %Hmlgﬁmﬁ——-- $7’OOO
S0l Auger 425

___-E rlp lifrgation & Pump 6,031

= Eertilizer Injector 10]0
' Jtlllty Trailer 2,000

PO Blast Sprayer 3,100
Total $18,925
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l |I|ty Refrigerators

T

ortable FACU (2)
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S
Portable FACU__

B TialENEOICEdATRCORINaNUNIE(FACU)
SPESIGNED O It Infa standard’ size pick-up truck.

SMUEEnt0 keep berries cool as the fruit is being
Ffrt sported to the wholesale market

SSNC-44-7, Cool & Ship: A low-Cost portable
5 gy Eorced Air Cooling Unit, Michael D. Boyette, NC
== Cooperatlve Extension Service

s [ttp://MWww. bae.ncsu.edu/programs/extension/p
Liblicat/pestharv/ag-414-7/
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Portabler FAGH»

pr—

AVantage of the Cool and Ship System Inexpensive—
louy g tlal COSE compared to a stationary cooling| facility.

- rw able—can e disassembled for easy transport.
nsportable—no need for a refrigerated truck.

s

,'-e' s S Satile—can be used for a variety of produce.

..--:-.._-E---

:f' SSEERergy. Efficient—takes less energy than a stationary
~facility.

- = Protects the Produce—prevents condensation or
contamination.




- ' ri_DortabIe FACU,

- 2" Rigid Styrofoam
Itisulation with 154"
Flynarood Backing

|t ;
i Fluz Hinged
L~ at Bottom
2 (’% Sheet Metal Flange
18 ['"" Remowved for Clarity
A

Pictorial View
Top and One Side Removed for Clarity
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Portable FACU
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Portable FACU o
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Blackberry Yield Patteni

(Pounds PEr Acre)
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Year Projected Yield

O'lbs
O Ibs

10,000 Ibs
3 thru 9 12,500 Ibs
10 10,000 Ibs
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& Labor Requirements s

=rep yeal ' |
Viay/ ’ 206
Total 65
15t Year
March 49
April
Total
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raberReguirements”

20d-g g (elrs

P ——— i —— .

Viay/ 510]0
June 482
Jfotal 1,120

30 — 9th Years

May 639
June 626
Total 1,403
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Assumptions — Labor COStS:

ibSIEohor Costs,
S irealemployees: $8.25 per hour
Q Owner/operator $16.39 per hour

2 0sts intended to represent “True” Labor
':"" Fcostsinot just Wage Rates. Includes:

B. Unemployment Insurance
¢c. Workers’ Compensation
d. Adjustments for paid leaves




Al um’"ﬁt‘lﬁhs = AnnualfExpensesiatiEull

Production =

dﬂiﬂl’gﬁ-ﬁ_—-—-—~ $ 0.00
| anagement charge
3 eneral @Veread expenses

== 5 Property taxes
= .6. Miscellaneous costs
/.. Internet service

8. Grower meeting expenses
otal $541.29
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25006 sold at a PYO operation
o sold wholesale to a grocery store (S)




—

S
Imated Costs for the Prep Yearn .
($/A) -

P ——— i —— .

Site Preparation  $ 403 4.1 %

Iackberry Plants 3,819 38.2 %
(1 090 plants)

= 'TreIIis Supplies 5,186 52.0 %
Other 562 5.6 %
Total Cost $9,970




=stimated Costs for the 1Sgyear p—
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Henting Prep & Plantmg $ 1,109
éllis Gonstruction 1,045

epIantmg (100 plants) 408
Malntenance AVALS)
Pruning Expenses 116
Other 838
Total $ 3,965




S
=stilmated Costs with' a Yield of 105000,
~ Pounds Per Acre (?B/AT)

P ——— i —— .

H “vest/l\/larketing $11,872

Jlgatlon 410

aintenance 1,742
1,498
$15.,514




S
=stilated Costs with a Yield of 425500,
~ Pounds Per Acre (?B/AT)

P ——— i —— .

rP rvest/l\/larketlng $16,019
*$nganon 392

-":..'

—a

| ~Vaintenance 1,674
Other 1,476
Total $19,561

i
A, —
e — S —
i




—
NEIVESE &, Viarketing Expenses for anield o

(S/R)

12,5001195 per Acre

Viait

1 Labor

Trotal

Prag AciViies

0

0

49

49

PY0) el

0

781

738

1,519

Sholesale:
— | =Harvest

36

10,244

11,848

| - Refrigeration

0

639

- Transportation

1,180

1,861

Clean-up

82

82
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a”vesf’t‘a- nd ' Wholesale Marketing
- (11,500 Ihs/A)

> & yWeeiK rlelf/est sezisorn

S CIVEST BIACKDErries 4 times a Week
- \/\/"= e market requires a 100 miles

BOUNd trip and 3 hours

Z= C‘I‘ruck costs = $14.60 per hour

~ s Portable FACU = $0.242 per hour
s Refrigerator = $0.194 per hour
* Manager costs = $ 16.39 per hour
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Imated Net Revenues per AGre

" —"-,..’ f

®/b) | 8,500|10,500| 12,500| 14,500 16,500

126| 2,712| 5,297
200

= 2,001| 4,887| 7,772
s

=1 05 691| 3,876| 7,062| 10,247
= 2.50

1.30 2,266| 5,751| 9,237| 12,722
2.75

1.35 56| 3,841| 7,626/ 11,412| 15,197
3.00




stllfjaled Breakeven Yields fopVerousis
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PricerConmbinations:

,-:Prit:e Wholesale Price Breailzeven Yield
& (S/Ib) ($/1b) (Ibs/A)

' __j $ 1.15

$ 2.00

12,402.0

I $1.20

$2.25

11,112.5

$1.25

$ 2.50

10,066.0

$1.30

$ 2.75

9,199.5

$1.35

$ 3.00

8,470.5
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S Year Net Cash Accumulated
: OW.n Cash Flow
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N
MAccumulated Cash oW S
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e $19,672

Breakeven

year
|
ﬁ T

$930

—
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IS OIS T e OSTREXIENISIVE COST CALE 001/
(‘/6 @ 12,500 Ibs/A)
prlce combination Is $1.25 & $2.50 per
ound you will need a minimum volume

of 10,066 Ibs to cover expenses In years
= 3 through 9

3. Cash Flow analysis reveals that blackberry
preduction can be a profitable venture




AII budgets are ORIy guides and are
IOt substitutes for calculating costs
and returns!

| _>Do not expand without a market!
~ > Do not enter without a market!




S
Egiifle €0 Costs of Producing, i aia/ESTingmss

& Marketing Blackberries inr the
SeUHEasiermNERIedrStates

{Charles Safley: 919-515-4538
EClicries safley@ncsu.edu

~ Gina Fernandez: 919-513-7416
gina fernandez@ncsu.edu




