




















with Marler Clark, a firm specializing in representing
plaintiffs in food safety litigation. David’s
presentation, entitled “The Legal Basis of Food Borne
lliness Litigation”, was a well-presented introduction
to the many factors entering into the settlement of
such claims. The presentation received more
positive comments that any of the other talks and,
obviously, opened many eyes and minds to the
‘other’ side of food safety issues.

Overall the training was well received, was rated
excellent, gave a diverse group of agents an
opportunity to meet new agents from all around the
South, and allowed them to take home some basics
of on-farm food safety, GAP’s, and the third party
audit process. Also, the legal presentation gave
some food for thought about the ramifications of food
safety incidents for both the victims and the food
industry. From the many comments that I fielded
from the attendees, a visit to Georgia’s historical port
city, Savannah, was an added benefit. | was busy
with the tour logistics and did not take any pictures,
but many attendees took pictures on the tour. | thank
Mary Helen Ferguson, of the North Carolina
Cooperative Extension Service for the photos shown
below. These and more are posted at:
http://randolph.ces.ncsu.edu/content/hort .

Attendees gather at Gerrald’s Sweet Vidalia Onions
to tour the packing operation.
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Workers pack imported, out-of-season sweet onions at


http://randolph.ces.ncsu.edu/content/hort

Packed and palletized Peruvian sweet onions; note

the slotted floor to facilitate air circulation.

Bramble Chores
Spring 2008

Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Specialist
North Carolina State University

SPRING

Plant growth and development
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Plants deacclimate quickly

Bud differentiation (additional flowers formed)
Bud break

Flowering

Primocane emergence

Pruning and trellising
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Finish pruning and make sure all canes are
tied to the trellis before budbreak

Rotate shift trellises to horizontal position
before budbreak, rotate to upright position
immediately after flowering



Weeds

V' Weed growth can be very vigorous at the
same time as the bramble crop peaks, don'’t
let weeds get out of control

V' Weed control is best done earlier in the
season before harvest commences.

v Handweed perennial weeds in and around
plots

Insect and disease scouting

The period of time in the spring when the plant is
flowering is the most important season for chemical
control of insects and diseases. Know what your
pests are and how to control them. Check the
Southern Regional Bramble integrated Management
Guide for recommendations
http://www.smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/Guid
es/2006/BrambleSprayGuide61506.pdf

Insects
\' Raspberry crown borer burrows into
cambium
Stink bugs (white drupelets in summer)
Rednecked cane borer adults (starting at
bloom)
Raspberry cane borer adults
Thrips
Tarninshed plant bug
Japanese beetle
Raspberry fruit worm
Midge
Raspberry sawfly
Blackberry psyllid
Two spotted spider mites
Aphids
Whiteflies
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Diseases

Antracnose
Botrytis (gray mold)
Spur blight

Cane blight
Septoria leaf spot
Leaf and cane rust
Powedery mildew
Viruses
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Water management
Bramble plants need about 17-2” water/week,
and this is amount is especially critical during
harvest.
\' Consider installing an overhead system for
evaporative cooling. Turn on once or twice a

day from 10 am to 3 pm for short periods of
time (approx. 15 minutes) until mid afternoon

Nutrient management
\' Apply second half of nutrients if doing split
application
\' Take leaf samples after harvest and send to
a clinic for nutrient analysis for
recommendations for next year

Marketing and miscellaneous

Service and clean coolers

Make sure you have enough containers for
fruit next season

Prepare advertising and signage for your
stand

Contact buyers to finalize orders

Hire pickers

Prepare signage for field orientation, it is
easier to tell pickers where to go if rows are
numbered
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Quarterly Strawberry Plasticulture Checklist
Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Specialist
North Carolina State University

This checklist was originally developed for
growers in North Carolina. You will have to adjust
your work activities either earlier or later
depending on your location. For more detailed
information, check the Southern Region
Integrated Strawberry Management Guide
http://www.smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/
Guides/2007/Strawberry%20Integrated%20Manag
ement%20GuidefinalcopyJennings%202%208%20
07%20 3 .pdf and the Southeast Regional
Strawberry Plasticulture Production Guide
http://www.smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/
Guides/2005culturalquidepart1bs1.pdf

Spring (March-May)

E Send in leaf samples to testing lab every 14
days starting in late February/March

B Adjust fertility according to the
recommendations

B Scout fields for mites, insects and diseases.
Botrytis, anthracnose, powdery mildew,
aphids, thrips, mites and clippers will be your
primary pest problems at this time

E Remove old leaves and open plastic where
any branch crowns might be growing
underneath plastic

B Get pest problems under control with
dormant, pre-bloom, pre-harvest and harvest
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sprays, customers don't like to see sprayers
in the field when they are harvesting

E Make sure your irrigation systems for frost
protection and drip are ready

E Monitor weather forecasts closely, frost
protect as needed, start on a date that is
typical for your area, any earlier may result
deformed fruit and unnecessary loss of sleep

B Check your frost alarm to make sure that it is
working properly

E Control weeds or ryegrass in aisles with
herbicide if not done so already

B Apply straw mulch in aisles, if rye grass did
not take

B Place 2 hives of honeybees/acre near your
field

B Schedule picking and sales labor

B Order portable toilets and emphasize proper
sanitation for farm labor and the public

E Get sales stand ready, tidy up, paint, make
new signs, get new baskets...

E Check and organize supply inventory

E Clean out and fire-up refrigeration units

B Have scales checked by proper authorities in
your state

E Harvest each plant 2x week (start early to
mid April)

B Figure out a system to collect customer
names etc for your mailing list

B Keep harvest records even when you are
busy
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